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Win-Win Conservation

The SGI works to keep the greater sage-grouse
off the endangered species list and help ranchers
improve their lands.

Sage-Grouse Initiative Facts

B Launched in 2010 by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)

B Conserves sage-grouse and other wildlife = S
through sustainable ranching A male sage-grouse struts on a lek -

B Uses science to achieve the greatest R L
grounds, where dozens of males

biological benefits dance at sunrise to attract females.
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From Ephrata, Washington, to Belle Fourche,

South Dakota, the locations for the partner

positions are strategically chosen. There, new 3 il

field staft can accelerate Farm Bill conservation Y
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non-governmental organizations, corporations,
conservation districts, and other federal agencies.
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HELPING PEOPLE HELP THE LAND

A simple premise guides the SGI: what’s good for sage-
grouse is good for ranching. The SGI operates on a big scale:
targeting 56 million acres across 11 western states. The
focus is to help ranchers improve their rangelands in areas
containing the highest numbers of sage-grouse.

DEMONSTRATING SUCCESS
ON THE GROUND

In 2010, the program’s first year, more chicks survived,
fewer adults died from hitting fences, and sage-grouse
habitat expanded. Hundreds of participating ranchers
reaped the rewards of healthier rangelands too.

“The NRCS effort has won ranchers’ support
because the federal government is working
alongside livestock owners rather than
removing land from the grazing system.” Ranchers and NRCS staff discuss a grazing rotation plan.

— MIKE DEERING, SPOKESMAN FOR NATIONAL Photo: Conservation Media
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SCIENCE INFORMS
CONSERVATION

In addition to the new partner positions, SGI now
has more resources to:

1. Evaluate the effectiveness of conservation
practices;

2. Quantify biological benefits to sage-grouse;

3. Give the US. Fish & Wildlife Service annual
data they need to determine if sage-grouse can
remain off the endangered species list.

Science field staff releases a radio-
collared female sage-grouse.

landowners who have volunteered to participate in SGI. s D S
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